
SEPTEMBER BIBLE STUDY SERIES:

HOW TO HANDLE CRITICISM



LESSON TWO: 

THREE TYPES OF CRITICISM



SCRIPTURE LESSON: 

ACTS 11:1-16



The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard 

that the gentiles also had received the word of God. So, 

when peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 

believers criticized him and said, “You went into the 

house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole 

story: “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 

trance, I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet 

being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it 

came down to where I was.



I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, 

wild beasts, reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice telling 

me, ‘get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ “I replied, ‘surely not, Lord! 

Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my 

mouth.’ “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do 

not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ This 

happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to 

heaven again. “Right then three men who had been sent to 

me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was 

staying. The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about 

going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and 

we entered the man’s house.



He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and 

say, ‘send to Joppa for Simon who is called peter. He will bring 

you a message through which you and all your household will be 

saved.’ “As I began to speak, the holy spirit came on them as he 

had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the 

lord had said: ‘john baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.’ So, if God gave them the same gift, He gave 

us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that 

I could stand in God’s way?” When they heard this, they had no 

further objections and praised God, saying, “so then, even to 

Gentile’s God has granted repentance that leads to life.”



“Sticks and stones may 

break my bones, but 

words can never hurt me.”



EXPECT TO BE CRITICIZED!



Luke 7:33-34, For John the Baptist came 

neither eating bread nor drinking wine, 

and you say, 'he has a demon.' The Son of 

Man came eating and drinking, and you 

say, 'here is a glutton and a drunkard, a 

friend of tax collectors and "sinners."'



Criticism is a fact of life. 



Our normal reaction to 
criticism is to become 

defensive and antagonistic.



Two Immediate Reactions To Criticism:

1. We DEFEND Ourselves against the attack.

2. The COUNTERATTACK! We lash out at our 

attacker.



Proverbs 15:1, A gentle answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh 

word stirs up anger.



Instead of blindly reacting 
to criticism, we should 

thoughtfully respond to it. 



THREE TYPES OF CRITICISM:



1. ACCURATE Criticism

2. INACCURATE Criticism

3. MALICIOUS Criticism  



1. Use ACCURATE Criticism As An 
Opportunity To Change.



Proverbs 15:31-32, He who listens to a life-

giving rebuke will be at home among the wise. 

He who ignores discipline despises himself, 

but whoever heeds correction gains 

understanding.



Criticism can be a God-given 
instrument of needed correction!



Criticism need not be 100 
percent true to be “accurate.”



Proverbs 25:12, Valid criticism is as treasured by the 

one who heeds it as jewelry made from finest gold.”

Ecclesiastes 7:5, It is better to be criticized by a wise 

person than to be praised by a fool!



2. Use INACCURATE Criticism As 
An Opportunity To Teach.



II Timothy 2:24-25, and the Lord's servant 

must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to 

everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those 

who oppose him he must gently instruct, in 

the hope that God will grant them repentance 

leading them to a knowledge of the truth.



If God is in something, there will 

always be indisputable evidence 

of His presence.



Verse 18 (MSG), “Hearing it all laid out like 

that, they quieted down. And then, as it 

sank in, they started praising God. "It 

really happened! God has broken through 

to the other nations, opened them up to 

life!"



3. Use MALICIOUS Criticism As An 
Opportunity To Minister Grace.



II Timothy 2:24-26, “And the servant of the Lord 

must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to 

teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that 

oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give 

them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

and that they may recover themselves out of the 

snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 

his will.” 



Matthew 5:44-45, But I tell you: love your 

enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, that you may be sons of 

your Father in heaven. He causes His sun 

to rise on the evil and the good and sends 

rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous. 



THE 2 PERCENT RULE



Psalms 139:23-24, Search me, O 

God, and know my heart; test me 

and know my anxious thoughts. 

See if there is any offensive way 

in me and lead me in the way 

everlasting.



If someone’s criticism of me is 
even 2 percent accurate, I need to 

recognize and correct that 2 
percent.



We Can Be Triumphant Over 
Criticism!



Isaiah 54:17, No weapon forged against 

you will prevail, and you will refute every 

tongue that accuses you. This is the 

heritage of the servants of the LORD, and 

this is their vindication from me," 

declares the LORD.



“Accept both compliments 

and criticism. It takes both sun 

and rain for a flower to grow.” 



BIBLE STUDY FOLLOW UP CHAT QUESTIONS:

1. What are some ways you’ve been able to respond positively 

to critics?

2. How would you approach an unruly Christian's criticism?

3. When a problem arises, how far should we press people in 

seeking to resolve it?

4. Are you a Christian who has prejudices?

5. As Christians, we bring many of our cultural, religious, and 

personal prejudices of our unsaved life over into our saved life. 

Agree or disagree. Why?

6. Do you believe everything happens for a reason?

7. How can I recognize the guidance of the Holy Spirit?




